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[bookmark: _GoBack]Session 1: Where Your Treasure Is
Main Scripture: Matthew 6:21
Supporting Scripture: Matthew 7:24–27
Big Idea: Where we invest our treasure, our hearts will follow. Generosity helps us develop a heart that reflects Jesus.
INTRODUCTION — PLANTING SEEDS OF GENEROSITY
· Just as a garden requires intentional planting, a generous life requires intentional choices.
· The world encourages us to pursue more money and possessions, but these things cannot provide lasting satisfaction.
· Jesus invites us to live differently by trusting Him with our resources and practicing generosity.
1. GENEROSITY BEGINS WITH A CHANGE OF HEART
Scripture: Matthew 6:21
· Our relationship with money often reveals what matters most to us.
· Financial success does not guarantee peace, contentment, or fulfillment.
· Following Jesus means allowing Him to influence every area of our lives, including our finances.
· Generosity is not simply about giving money. It is about becoming more like Jesus.
Key Truth: A generous life begins with a heart surrendered to Jesus.
2. WHERE YOU PUT YOUR TREASURE, YOUR HEART WILL FOLLOW
Scripture: Matthew 6:21
· Jesus teaches that our treasure and our hearts are closely connected.
· We often wait until we feel passionate about something before investing in it.
· However, where we invest our money often becomes what we care about most.
· When we intentionally give toward what matters to God, our hearts begin to follow.
Key Truth: Don't wait until you feel generous to give. Begin giving and allow God to change your heart.
3. GENEROSITY REQUIRES ACTION
Scripture: Matthew 7:24–27
· Jesus teaches that hearing His Word is not enough; we must put it into practice.
· Knowing what the Bible says about generosity is different from actually being generous.
· Giving should come from gratitude for God's goodness, not guilt or pressure.
· Spiritual growth happens when we respond to God's Word with obedience.
Key Truth: Generosity grows when we practice what Jesus teaches.
4. GENEROSITY HELPS US BECOME MORE LIKE JESUS
Scripture: Matthew 6:21
· Jesus is our greatest example of generosity, giving His life for us.
· Our generosity is a response to what God has already done.
· Giving is not about fulfilling an obligation but developing a Christlike heart.
· A generous life can impact our families, church, community, and future generations.
Key Truth: Generosity is about more than what we give. It's about who we are becoming.
5. THE 40-DAY GIVING CHALLENGE
Over the next 40 days, we will practice five expressions of generosity using the acronym HEART:
· H — Happily: Giving with joy.
· E — Eternally: Investing in what lasts forever.
· A — Abundantly: Growing in generosity.
· R — Regularly: Making giving a consistent practice.
· T — Today: Taking action now.
The Challenge:
· Give five gifts over 40 days.
· Four one-time gifts and one recurring gift.
· No required dollar amount; prayerfully follow God's leading.
· Focus on obedience and spiritual growth rather than the amount given.
CLOSING CHALLENGE
Generosity isn't about how much we give. It's about allowing Jesus to transform our hearts.
This week, ask God to reveal where your treasure is and how He wants you to grow in generosity.
Closing Prayer: Pray for hearts that trust God, reflect Jesus, and respond to His leading.
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. According to Matthew 6:21, what does the way we spend our money reveal about our hearts and priorities?
2. Why do you think people often believe more money or possessions will bring greater happiness and contentment?
3. Can you share an example of how investing your money, time, or resources in something caused you to care more deeply about it?
4. How does the world's view of money and possessions differ from what Jesus teaches?
5. In Matthew 7:24–27, Jesus emphasizes putting His words into practice. Why is it sometimes easier to learn about generosity than to actually practice it?
6. How can practicing generosity strengthen our relationship with God and impact the people around us?
7. As we begin this 40-day challenge, what is one practical step God may be leading you to take toward becoming more generous?
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